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1. Situation of Hindus and Sikhs (2018-2020)

COI QUERY RESPONSE

1.1 Generaloverview of the situation of Hindu and Sikh communities in Afghanistan

There are no exact numbers available of Hindus and Sikhs currently living in Afghanistan.® The numbers
have steadily decreased over the past years. It is estimated that there were around 700 000 Hindus
and Sikhs in Afghanistan in the 70s, around 220 000 in 1992 and a few thousands today.? Majority of
the community has emigrated?® and current estimates vary between some 10 000* and 700°. The
community is to be found mainly in the provinces of Nangarhar, Ghazni and in Kabul.® Hindu Gozar
and Karte Parwan are said to be traditional Hindu and Sikh neighbourhoods in Kabul.” There is one
gurdwara (a Sikh place of worship) in Jalabalad and one in Kabul.8 Jalabalad has a special religious
significance for Sikhs because of the visit of Guru Nanak in the 15th century.?

Sources indicate that Hindus and Sikhs celebrate discreetly in order not to provoke attention of
Muslims® and have inconspicuous places of worship.'* A survey released in February 2019 by the
Porsesh Research and Studies Organisation (PRSO), a Kabul-based independent nonprofit research
organisation, showed that almost all Hindus and Sikhs in Afghanistan fear for their personal safety
(96.8 %).12 The survey has also found that more than half of the Hindu and Sikh respondents fear
participating in peaceful demonstrations.?* Most of the Sikh and Hindu respondents indicated that

1 Al Jazeera, ‘The decline of Afghanistan's Hindu and Sikh communities,” 1 January 2017, url; UNHCR, UNHCR Eligibility
Guidelines for Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum-Seekers from Afghanistan, 30 August 2018, url,p. 62
2 Al Jazeera, ‘The decline of Afghanistan's Hinduand Sikh communities,” 1 January 2017, url

3 Australia, DFAT, DFAT Country Information Report Afghanistan, 27 June 2019, url; Freedom House, Freedom in the World
2020 - Afghanistan, 4 March 2020, url; TOLOnews, Nearly 99% Of Hindus, Sikhs Left Afghanistanin Last Three decades, 20
June 2016, url

4 AIHRC, Assessing the Extent of the Implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination in Afghanistan, 2019, url, p. 19; BBC News, Afghanistan conflict: Militantsin deadly attack on Sikh temple in
Kabul, 25 March 2020, url

5Norway, Landinfo —Norwegian Country of Origin Information Centre, Afghanistan: Afghanske sikher og hinduer, 29 January
2020, url, p. 4; PRSO, Survey of the Afghan Hindus and Sikhs, February 2019, url, p. 24; VOA News, Sikhs and Hindus of
Afghanistanin Limbo after March Deadly Attack, 3 May 2020, url

6 Arab News, ‘We don’t want to leave’: Sikhs consider future in Afghanistan, 28 February 2020, url; Diplomat (The), The Last
2 Sikhs in the Taliban’s Heartland, 26 September 2018, url

7 AAN, Kabul Unpacked; Ageographical guideto a metropolisin the making, 19 March 2019, url; Arab News, ‘We don’t want
to leave’: Sikhs consider future in Afghanistan, 28 February 2020, url

8 Arab News, ‘We don’t want to leave’: Sikhs consider future in Afghanistan, 28 February 2020, url; Australian Institute of
International Affairs, APrecarious State: the Sikh Community in Afghanistan, 11 July 2018, url; National(The), Afghanistan
Sikh, Hindu community brave danger to vote, 20 October 2018, url

9 Al Jazeera, ‘The decline of Afghanistan's Hinduand Sikh communities,” 1 January 2017, url; VOA News, Sikhs and Hindus of
Afghanistanin Limbo after March Deadly Attack, 3 May 2020, url

10 Australian Institute of International Affairs, A Precarious State: the Sikh Community in Afghanistan, 11 July 2018, url;
National (The), Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Celebrate Diwali Without 'Pomp and Splendour' Amid Fear, 19 October 2017, url
11 USCIRF, USCIRF 2020 Annual Report; USCIRF — Recommended for Special Watch List: Afghanistan, April 2020, url

12 PRS0, Survey of the Afghan Hindus and Sikhs, February 2019, url, p. 24

13 PRSO, Survey of the Afghan Hindus and Sikhs, February 2019, url, pp. 2-3, 25-26
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https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/12/decline-afghanistan-hindu-sikh-communities-161225082540860.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5b8900109.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/12/decline-afghanistan-hindu-sikh-communities-161225082540860.html
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/country-information-report-afghanistan.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/country/afghanistan/freedom-world/2020
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/nearly-99-hindus-sikhs-left-afghanistan-last-three-decades
https://www.aihrc.org.af/media/files/ENGLISH%20HAMAL.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52029571
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2023980/Temanotat-Afghanistan-Afghanske-sikher-og-hinduer-29012020.pdf
http://www.porseshresearch.org/porseshv2/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Survey-of-the-Afghan-Hindus-Sikhs-English.pdf
https://www.voanews.com/extremism-watch/sikhs-and-hindus-afghanistan-limbo-after-march-deadly-attack
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1634316/world
https://thediplomat.com/2018/09/the-last-2-sikhs-in-the-talibans-heartland/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/special-reports/kabul-unpacked-a-geographical-guide-to-a-metropolis-in-the-making/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1634316/world
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1634316/world
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/precarious-state-the-sikh-community-in-afghanistan/
https://www.thenational.ae/world/asia/afghanistan-sikh-hindu-community-brave-danger-to-vote-1.782479
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/12/decline-afghanistan-hindu-sikh-communities-161225082540860.html
https://www.voanews.com/extremism-watch/sikhs-and-hindus-afghanistan-limbo-after-march-deadly-attack
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/precarious-state-the-sikh-community-in-afghanistan/
https://www.thenational.ae/world/asia/afghan-hindus-and-sikhs-celebrate-diwali-without-pompand-splendour-amid-fear-1.668735
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Afghanistan.pdf
http://www.porseshresearch.org/porseshv2/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Survey-of-the-Afghan-Hindus-Sikhs-English.pdf
http://www.porseshresearch.org/porseshv2/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Survey-of-the-Afghan-Hindus-Sikhs-English.pdf
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they would fear to encounter the ISKP (90.6 %), the Taliban (68.9 %) and the Afghan National Police
(53.1 %).14

An article by the Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) released in April 2020 indicates that Hindus and
Sikhs can be victims of crime because of their perceived wealth.1> Without referring specifically to
Hindus or Sikhs, another 2020 AAN report about criminality in Kabul finds that businessmen and
moneylenders in Kabul have been increasingly victims of kidnappings by organised armed groups.1®
Afghanistan’s Hindus and Sikhs were traditionally active in business and finance.” Hindus and Sikhs
are also reported to be victims of land-grabbing.18 They reportedly avoid to seek justice because of
fear of retaliation'® and extensive delays in the court proceedings?°.

Instances of crimes against Hindus and Sikhs in Afghanistan in the reference period include:

e On 28 February 2020, a Hindu woman was robbed and killed in a Karte Parwan district of
Kabul.??

e In March 2019, a Sikh man was kidnapped and later killed in Kabul. The police has arrested
two suspects afterwards.2?

e On 22 June 2020, it was reported that an Afghan Sikh leader was kidnapped, reportedly by
‘terrorists’. No further details about the case were disclosed by the sources.?3 An Indian source
indicated that ‘localland mafia’ was behind the incident.2* He was reportedly released on 18
July 2020.%%

The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) did not report on any specific security
incidents targeting Hindus and Sikhs in 2018 and 2019 annual reports2®. In the first quarter of 2020,
UNAMA reported on one incident killing 26 persons and injuring 11 (see section 1.4 of this query
response).?’ Following the attack, sources indicate that India has offered visas to remaining Hindus

14 PRSO, Survey of the Afghan Hindus and Sikhs, February 2019, url, p. 27

15 AAN, Blood in the Abode of Peace: The attack on Kabul’s Sikhs, 1 April 2020, url

16 AAN, Kabul’s Expanding Crime Scene (Part 2): Criminal activities and the police response, 21 February 2020, url

17 Huffington Post, The Few Remaining Hindus and Sikhs In Afghanistan Fight For One Seat In Its Parliament, 24 September
2016, url; PRSO, Survey of the Afghan Hindus and Sikhs, February 2019, url, p. 22

18 Al Jazeera, ‘The decline of Afghanistan's Hindu and Sikh communities,” 1 January 2017, url; PRSO, Survey of the Afghan
Hindus and Sikhs, February 2019, url, p. 29

19 USDOS, 2019 Report on International Religious Freedom: Afghanistan, 10 June 2020, url, pp. 1, 10; Netherlands (The),
Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Country of Origin Report Afghanistan, March 2019, url, p. 80

20 ysSDOS, 2019 Report on International Religious Freedom: Afghanistan, 10 June 2020, url,p. 12

21 TOLOnews, Afghan Hindu Woman Killed in Kabul by Armed Robbers, 28 February 2020, url

22TOLOnews, Police Accused Of Neglect In Rescuing Afgh an Sikh, 14 May 2019, url; USDOS, Country Report on Human Rights
Practices 2019 - Afghanistan, 11 March 2020, url, p. 40

23 Hindustan Times, India condemns abduction of Sikh community leader in Afghanistan, 22 June 2020, url; Pajhwok Afghan
News, Singh abduction: Delhi says in touch with Kabul, 22 June 2020, url; Wire (The), India Condemns Abduction of Sikh
Community Leader in Afghanistan, 22 June 2020, url

24 Indian Express (The), Sikh man’s abductioncasein Afghanistan gets murkier, now ‘localland mafia’ suspected behind act;
family has noinfo on his whereabouts yet, 3 July 2020, url

25 Tribune India, Kidnapped Sikh leader Nidan Singh released in Afghanistan, 18 July 2020, url

26 UNAMA, 2019 Annual Report, February 2020, url; UNAMA, 2018 Annual Report, February 2019, url

27 UNAMA, 2020 Quarterly Report, April 2020, url, p. 4



http://www.porseshresearch.org/porseshv2/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Survey-of-the-Afghan-Hindus-Sikhs-English.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/blood-in-the-abode-of-peace-the-attack-on-kabuls-sikhs/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/kabuls-expanding-crime-scene-part-2-criminal-activities-and-the-police-response/
https://www.huffingtonpost.in/2016/09/23/facing-extinction-in-afghanistan-hindus-and-sikhs-fight-for-one_a_21476942/
http://www.porseshresearch.org/porseshv2/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Survey-of-the-Afghan-Hindus-Sikhs-English.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/12/decline-afghanistan-hindu-sikh-communities-161225082540860.html
http://www.porseshresearch.org/porseshv2/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Survey-of-the-Afghan-Hindus-Sikhs-English.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AFGHANISTAN-2019-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2010321/COIAfghanistanMarch2019.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AFGHANISTAN-2019-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/afghan-sikh-woman-killed-kabul-armed-robbers
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/police-accused-neglect-rescuing-afghan-sikh
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/AFGHANISTAN-2019-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-condemns-abduction-of-sikh-community-leader-in-afghanistan/story-uhodgUCQAumOOcPdVfM8lJ.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/06/22/singh-abduction-delhi-says-touch-kabul
https://thewire.in/south-asia/india-condemns-abduction-of-sikh-community-leader-in-afghanistan
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/sikh-mans-abduction-afghanistan-local-land-mafia-family-no-info-whereabouts-6488357/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/punjab/kidnapped-sikh-leader-nidan-singh-released-in-afghanistan-114758
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_annual_protection_of_civilians_report_2018_-_23_feb_2019_-_english.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_-_2020_first_quarter_report_english_0.pdf
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and Sikhs in Afghanistan, with first group of 11 persons reaching Delhi at the end of July 2020.28 The
New York Times (NYT) quoted Indian foreign ministry saying that ‘India has decided to facilitate the
return of Afghan Hindu and Sikh community members facing security threatsin Afghanistanto India’.2°

1.2 Treatment by Afghan authorities of Hindu and Sikh communities

An April 2020 article about Afghan Hindus and Sikhs by the AAN stated that ‘almost no Afghan
government or political group has indulged in openly discriminating or abusing the only recognised
non-Muslim minority of the country’.3° Communities of Hindus and Sikhs have one seatin the Afghan
parliament.3! Head of the state has to be a Muslim.3?2

It is a crime in Afghanistan to discriminate on the grounds of religion and to ‘intentionally insult a
religion or disrupt its rites or destroy its permitted places of worship or any symbols respectable to
followers of areligion’.33 There is no separate Hindu or Sikh personal law in Afghanistanand in a case
of lack of codified laws, Hanafi Sunni jurisprudence could apply to these minorities as well.3* Sources
indicate that instances of societal discrimination against Hindus and Sikhs have taken place in
Afghanistan3® including in the fields of employment3®, education3’” and performance of religious

28 DNA India, First batch of 'facilitated' Afghan Sikhs to reach India on Sunday; optimistic about citizenship, 25 July 2020, url;
NYT, India Offers Escape to Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Facing Attacks, 19 July 2020, url; TOLOnews, Indian Embassy: Visas
Provided for Afghan Sikhs, 26 July 2020, url

29 NYT, India Offers Escape to Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Facing Attacks, 19 July 2020, url

30 AAN, Blood in the Abode of Peace: The attack on Kabul’s Sikhs, 1 April 2020, url

31 Reuters, Deadly blasthits eastern Afghan city, targeting Sikh minority, 1 July 2018, url; USCIRF, United States Commission
on International Religious Freedom 2020 Annual Report; USCIRF — Recommended for Special Watch List: Afghanistan, April
2020, url

32 Afghanistan, Islamic republic of, The Constitution of Afghanistan, 26 January 2004, url,art. 62; PRSO, Survey of the Afghan
Hindus and Sikhs, February 2019, url, p. 35

33 UNHCR, UNHCR EligibilityGuidelinesforAssessingthe International Protection NeedsofAsylum -Seekers from Afghanistan,
30 August 2018, url, p. 59

34 AIHRC, Assessing the Extent of the Implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discriminationin Afghanistan,2019, url, p.31; UNHCR, UNHCR EligibilityGuidelines for Assessingthe International Protection
Needs of Asylum-Seekers from Afghanistan, 30 August 2018, url, p. 59; USDOS, 2019 Report on International Religious
Freedom: Afghanistan, 10 June 2020, url,p. 11

35 Al Jazeera, ‘The decline of Afghanistan's Hinduand Sikh communities,” 1 January 2017, url

36 Australian Institute of International Affairs, A Precarious State: the Sikh Community in Afghanistan, 11 July 2018, url;
Netherlands (The), Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Country of Origin Report Afghanistan, March 2019, url, p. 80; PRSO, Survey of
the Afghan Hindus andSikhs, February2019, url, p.35;USDOS, Country Reporton HumanRights Practices 2019 -Afghanistan,
11 March 2020, url, p. 40

37 Al Jazeera, ‘The decline of Afghanistan's Hindu and Sikh communities,” 1 January 2017, url; Australian Institute of
International Affairs, APrecarious State: the Sikh Community in Afghanistan, 11 July 2018, url; Netherlands (The), Ministry

of Foreign Affairs: Country of Origin Report Afghanistan, March 2019, url, p. 81; PRSO, Survey of the Afghan Hindus and Sikhs,
February 2019, url, p. 19; USDOS, Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 - Afghanistan, 11 March 2020, url, p. 40
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https://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-first-batch-of-facilitated-afghan-sikhs-to-reach-india-on-sunday-optimistic-about-citizenship-2834011
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/19/world/asia/india-afghanistan-sikh-hindu.html
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/indian-embassy-visas-provided-afghan-sikhs
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/19/world/asia/india-afghanistan-sikh-hindu.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/blood-in-the-abode-of-peace-the-attack-on-kabuls-sikhs/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-blast/deadly-blast-hits-eastern-afghan-city-targeting-sikh-minority-idUSKBN1JR1IX
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Afghanistan.pdf
http://www.afghanembassy.com.pl/afg/images/pliki/TheConstitution.pdf
http://www.porseshresearch.org/porseshv2/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Survey-of-the-Afghan-Hindus-Sikhs-English.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5b8900109.html
https://www.aihrc.org.af/media/files/ENGLISH%20HAMAL.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5b8900109.html
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AFGHANISTAN-2019-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/12/decline-afghanistan-hindu-sikh-communities-161225082540860.html
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/precarious-state-the-sikh-community-in-afghanistan/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2010321/COIAfghanistanMarch2019.pdf
http://www.porseshresearch.org/porseshv2/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Survey-of-the-Afghan-Hindus-Sikhs-English.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/AFGHANISTAN-2019-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/12/decline-afghanistan-hindu-sikh-communities-161225082540860.html
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/precarious-state-the-sikh-community-in-afghanistan/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2010321/COIAfghanistanMarch2019.pdf
http://www.porseshresearch.org/porseshv2/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Survey-of-the-Afghan-Hindus-Sikhs-English.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/AFGHANISTAN-2019-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
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rituals38. Lack of proper crematorial sites in the country has led to conflicts with Muslim communities
in residential areas.?®

The government provides security for cremation ceremonies®®. In August 2019, the police arrested
one protester objecting the cremation.*! The Ministry of Hajjand Religious Affairs is supposed to assist
minority faiths as well, including assistance with the pilgrimages for Hindus and Sikhs.*? In February
2020, the government has reportedly allocated $650 000 for renovations of Hindu and Sikhs temples
in the country.*3 After the 2018 attackin Jalabalad, president Ghani condemned it and called Hindus
and Sikhs ‘pride of the nation’ and declared support of the communities by his government.44
Representatives of Hindu and Sikh community can meet with the president and raise their concerns.*>

1.3 Treatment by Taliban of Hindus and Sikhs, especially of those living in the Taliban-controlled
areas, including documented cases of discrimination/mistreatment

Under the Taliban rule in the period of 1996 - 2001, Hindus and Sikhs could reportedly discreetly
practice their faith if they didn’t proselytise, paid a special religious tax (jizya) and wore yellow
identification batchesin public.#® A September 2018 article by the Diplomat indicated that in Helmand,
reported at the time to be ‘the Taliban’s heartland’, last two Sikhs remained.*” Hindus and Sikhs are
currently mostly found in Nangarhar, Ghazni and in Kabul.#® The Taliban have distanced themselves
from the attack on the Sikhs from 25 March 2020.4° After the abduction of a Sikh man in June 2020,
the Taliban condemned the incident and declared that they will punish the perpetrators.>°

No further information on the treatment of Hindus and Sikhs by the Taliban in the reference period
could be found in the consulted and used sources.

38 Al Jazeera, ‘The decline of Afghanistan's Hindu and Sikh communities,’ 1 January 2017, url; Australia, DFAT, DFAT Country
Information Report Afghanistan, 27 June 2019, url, p. 27; Australian Institute of International Affairs, APrecarious State: the
Sikh Community in Afghanistan, 11 July 2018, url

39 IWPR, Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Still Struggling, 30 November 2017, url; PRSO, Survey of the Afghan Hindus and Sikhs,
February 2019, url, p. 23; USCIRF, USCIRF 2019 Annual Report; Country Reports: Tier 2 Countries: Afghanistan, April 2019,
url; USDOS, 2019 Report on International Religious Freedom: Afghanistan,10 June 2020, url, p. 3

40 Australian Institute of International Affairs, A Precarious State: the Sikh Community in Afghanistan, 11 July 2018, url;
UNHCR, UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum -Seekers from Afghanistan,
30 August 2018, url, pp. 62-63; USDOS, 2019 Report on International Religious Freedom: Afghanistan, 10 June 2020, url, p. 3
41 UYSDOS, 2019 Report on International Religious Freedom: Afghanistan, 10 June 2020, url, p. 3

42 Misaal Foundation, South Asia State of Minorities Report 2018, The State of Minorities in Afghanistan, 2018, url, p. 282;
USDOS, 2019 Report on International Religious Freedom: Afghanistan, 10 June 2020, url, p. 8

43 Arab News, ‘We don’t want to leave’: Sikhs consider future in Afghanistan, 28 February 2020, url

44 AfghanHinduWordpress, Afghan President Visits Gurdwara; Promises Action Against Jalalabad Blast Perpetrators, 5 July
2018, url

45 Australian Institute of International Affairs, A Precarious State: the Sikh Community in Afghanistan, 11 July 2018, url;
Current Triggers, Afghan Hindus and Sikhs meet with President Ghani, raise issue of land grabbing, 11 December 2018, url
46 Al Jazeera, Inside the little-known kitchen of Afghanistan's Sikhs, 9 January 2016, url

47 Diplomat (The), The Last 2 Sikhs in the Taliban’s Heartland, 26 September 2018, url

48 Arab News, ‘We don’t want to leave’: Sikhs consider future in Afghanistan, 28 February 2020, url; Diplomat (The), The Last
2 Sikhs in the Taliban’s Heartland, 26 September 2018, url

49 AAN, Blood in the Abode of Peace: The attack on Kabul’s Sikhs, 1 April 2020, url

50 Hindu (The), Taliban says it will punish kidnappers of Afghan Sikh, denies role in abduction25June 2020, url
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https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AFGHANISTAN-2019-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/precarious-state-the-sikh-community-in-afghanistan/
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5b8900109.html
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AFGHANISTAN-2019-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AFGHANISTAN-2019-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
http://www.misaal.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/SASM-Full-Report-2018.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AFGHANISTAN-2019-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1634316/world
https://afghanhindu.wordpress.com/2018/07/05/afghan-president-visits-gurdwara-promises-action-against-jalalabad-blast-perpetrators/
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/precarious-state-the-sikh-community-in-afghanistan/
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1.4 Treatment by ISKP and other Anti-Government Elements (AGEs) of Hindus and Sikhs, including
documented cases of discrimination/mistreatment

In July 2018, the ISKP reportedly issued a letter asking Afghan Hindus and Sikhs to pay the religious
tax, jizya.>® Another source ascribed the letter to unnamed ‘insurgents’.>2 No further information
about the letter or about its enforcement could be found in the consulted and used sources.

Incidents involving the ISKP in the reference period include:

e On1July 2018, a suicide bomber killed some 20 people in Jalabalad, mostly Sikhs and Hindus.
Deutsche Welle (DW) reported that 17 persons out of 19 killed were Hindus and Sikhs and
Reuters noted that ‘at least’ 10 of the dead were Sikhs. The attack was later claimed by the
ISKP.>3 The attacked were a delegation intending to meet the President Ghani. The only Sikh
parliamentary candidate was amongst those killed.>*

e On 25 March 2020, at least 25 Sikhs were killed in an attack on a temple in Kabul. The ISKP
claimed the attack®® and declared that the attack was a revenge for Muslims in Kashmir.>®
Sources provide different views on number of attackers and on who was behind the attack,
some suggesting a possible involvement of the Haggani network.>” One child wasinjured after
an explosion near a Sikh crematorium in Kabul the next day.® On the contrary, RFE/RL
reported that no one was hurt by the explosion.>?

51 Current Triggers, Alarming: Islamic State notice tells Afghan Hindus and Sikhs to pay Jizya,23 July 2018, url

52 Diplomat (The), The Last 2 Sikhs in the Taliban’s Heartland, 26 September 2018, url

53 BBC News, Afghanistan Blast: Sikhs Among 19 Dead in Jalalabad Suicide Attack, 1 July 2018, url; DW, Afghanistan: Suicide
blast targets Sikhs, Hindus, 2 July 2018, url; Reuters, Deadly blast hits eastern Afghan city, targeting Sikh minority, 1 July
2018, url

54 AAN, Blood in the Abode of Peace: The attack on Kabul’s Sikhs, 1 April 2020, url

55 AA, Turkey condemns attack on Sikhs in Afghan capital, 25 March 2020, url; BBC News, Afghanistan conflict: Militants in
deadly attack on Sikh temple in Kabul, 25 March 2020, url; DW, Gunmen attack Sikh temple in Kabul, 25 March 2020, url.
UNAMA reported on 26 civilianskilled, see: UNAMA, 2020 Quarterly Report, April 2020, url, p. 4

56 Jamestown Foundation: Islamic State-Khorasan Remains Potent Force in Afghan Jihad, Terrorism Monitor Volume: 18
Issue: 11, 3 June 2020, url

57 AAN, Blood in the Abode of Peace: The attack on Kabul's Sikhs, 1 April 2020, url; Hindu (The), For Afghan Sikhs, it’s between
violence and exodus, 28 March 2020, url

58 AAN, Blood inthe Abode of Peace: TheattackonKabul’s Sikhs, 1 April 2020, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Sikh-Hindu minority
threatens to leave Afghanistan, 26 March 2020, url

59 RFE/RL, Blast Rocks Funeral Services For Sikhs Killed In Kabul Attack, 26 March 2020, url
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