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Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa
1. Changes in NPP Leadership

In April 2014, Deutsche Welle (DW), "Germany's international broadcaster" (DW n.d.), reported that Paul
Afoko was elected as the chairman of the NPP, replacing Jake Obetsebi Lamptey (ibid. 14 Apr. 2014).
According to sources, Mr. Afoko was suspended from his position (Panapress 14 Nov. 2015; Citi FM 17
Feb. 2016) in 2015 for "'misconduct™ (ibid.). Further information, including information on an interim
leader, could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time
constraints of this Response. For further information on the NPP, including history, see Response to
Information Request GHA104685.

2. Treatment of NPP Members by Authorities and NDC Supporters

Information on the treatment of NPP members by authorities and NDC [the ruling party in Ghana (Reuters

http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=printdoc&docid=57dfa8904[2016-09-23 13:24:42]


http://www.refworld.org/publisher/IRBC.html
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?docid=57dfa85c4
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?docid=57dfa85c4
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?docid=57dfa85c4
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?docid=57dfa85c4
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?docid=57dfa85c4

Refworld | Ghana: Information on changes in the New Patriotic Party (NPP) leadership; treatment of members of the NPP members by authorities, National De...

8 July 2015)] supporters was scarce among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the
time constraints of this Response. In September 2015, Reuters reported that "at least 30 people,”
including NPP members, who were involved in a protest to "demand a new electoral roll," were "detained
briefly for violating a court injunction that barred the marchers from entering the offices of the EC
[Electoral Commission]" (Reuters 17 Sept. 2015). According to the source, the NPP requested a new
"voter's register" before the 2016 election, alleging that the current roll "was bloated with ineligible voters"
(ibid.).

Graphic Online, a Ghanaian news website, reported in March 2016 that there was a "scuffle between
'machomen™ of the NPP and NDC at a funeral, which the President, John Dramani Mahma, also attended
(Graphic Online 11 Mar. 2016). The same source states that, "[a]ccording to our reporter, one could see
that it was a turf war between the two groups” (ibid.). Ghana Breaking News, a print and digital news
source (Ghana Breaking News n.d.), reported in April 2016 that there were "serious clashes" between
NDC and NPP supporters in the Asunafo South district of the Brong Ahafo Region "over disagreements in
the ongoing limited registration exercise" (ibid. 29 Apr. 2016). According to the article, NDC supporters
"nearly chop[ped] off the wrist of the NPP agent at the ... [registration] center and beat up another NPP
supporter and her sister"; in response, four "NPP macho men" assaulted an NDC activist "with a machete"
(ibid.). Corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research
Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. Further and corroborating information on the
treatment of NPP members by authorities could not be found among the sources consulted by the
Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response.

3. NPP Intra-Party Conflict

According to Bertelsmann Stiftung's Transformation Index (BTI) 2016 for Ghana, which "assesses the
transformation toward democracy and a market economy as well as the quality of political management,”
party infighting is "clearly visible" in the NPP, which is "highly fragmented into different factions” and "
[s]Jometimes internal conflicts erupt into political violence" (Bertelsmann Stiftung 2016, 1, 8). In 2014 DW
reported that the NPP has been "divided" since the 2012 presidential election when NPP presidential
candidate Nana Akufo-Addo failed to win the election (DW 14 Apr. 2014). In November 2015, Panapress,
a pan-African news agency (Panapress n.d.), reported that there is a "power struggle ... between the
faction of Nana Akufo-Addo, presidential candidate, and former President John Kufuor" (ibid. 14 Nov.
2015). Without providing further details, the same source states that “two lives have been lost as a result
of the struggle for turf within the party" (ibid. 14 Nov. 2015). Corroborating information could not be found
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response.

According to sources, Adams Mahama [the Upper East Regional Chairman for the NPP (Ghana Chronicle
24 Feb. 2016; Pulse.com.gh 1 June 2015)] was murdered in 2015, allegedly by fellow NPP members
(Encomium 9 Jan. 2016; Pulse.com.gh 1 June 2015; Ghana Chronicle 24 Feb. 2016). Sources further
state that the suspects in his murder include Gregory Afoko, a NPP member and younger brother of Paul
Afoko (ibid.; Pulse.com.gh 1 June 2015). According to the Ghana Chronicle, the case was adjourned to 23
March 2016 (24 Feb. 2016). Further and corroborating information could not be found among the sources
consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response.

In October 2015, MyJoyOnline, an "online news portal" (MyJoyOnline n.d.), reported that there were "
[v]iolent clashes" at the headquarters of the NPP between "the party's private security the Invincible Forces
and [a] vigilante group” purported to be supporting the NPP chairman (ibid. 23 Oct. 2015). According to
the article, the clash was in response to an emergency meeting called by the NPP vice chairman to
recommend "disciplinary action" against suspended NPP chairman Paul Afoko, who issued a press
statement describing the meeting as "illegal” (ibid.). Corroborating information could not be found among
the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive
as to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources
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consulted in researching this Information Request.
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