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Fraga-svar
Ukraina. Regionernas Parti

Fraga

Hur behandlas personer som har varit/ar aktiva inom Regionpartiet (ITapris
perionis) i Kiev? Det &r dven av intresse hur personer som kommer fran
Donbass-regionen och har varit aktiva inom Regionpartiet behandlas i Kiev.

Svar

For information om situationen och handelseutvecklingen for partiet under
2014, se Lifos Ukraina. 4 politiska partier och myndighetsskydd (2015-01-
21).

| Lifos Temarapport: Ukraina Internflyktingar (2015-11-13) finns
uttbmmande information om situationen for internflyktingar/personer som
flyttat fran Donbass till 6vriga Ukraina. Se sarskilt avsnitten 4.1 och 5.1.

Incidenter och handelseutveckling 2015

Ett tiotal personer med starka kopplingar till forre presidenten Viktor
Yanukovych dog under varen 2015, nagot som uppméarksammades stort i
media. Det kan konstateras att nagra var hogt uppsatta medlemmar av
Regionernas Parti och att dvriga hade framtrddande positioner i den tidigare
administrationen.

BBC (2015-04-17):

In the last three months, at least 10 people who served in his
government or in his Party of Regions (POR), or had connections to
people who were, have met premature ends either by being
murdered or reportedly committing suicide.
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http://lifos.migrationsverket.se/dokument?documentSummaryId=34644
http://lifos.migrationsverket.se/dokument?documentSummaryId=36221

Recent deaths of high profile political figures and journalists in Ukraine
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1. Oleh Kalashnikov, MP of Party of Regions (POR), gunshot,
presumed murder
2. Olexiy Kolesnyk, former governor of Kharkiv region, hanged
3. Stanislav Melnyk, gunshot, possible suicide, POR member

4. Serhiy Valter, former mayor of Melitopol, hanged

5. Olexandr Bordiuh, deputy chief of Melitopol police, found dead,
"hypertension"

6. Olexander Peklushenko, former governor of Zaporizhia region,
gunshot

7. Mykhailo Chechetov, former POR deputy chairman, jumped to
death

8. Serhiy Melnychuk, former Odesa prosecutor, pushed/fell/jumped
to death

9. Mykola Serhiyenko, former first deputy chief of Ukrainian
railroads, gunshot

10. Oles Buzyna, a very provocative pro-Russian journalist and
writer, gunshot

All were said initially to be suicides, except 1, 5, 8 and 10.

It may be that not all of these deaths are connected. But the sheer
number of fatalities in such a short period of time, as well as the
many unexplained details, such as why so many appear to be
suicides, have led many observers to see some sort of link.



The problem is, no one has any hard evidence. And the theories
about what connects the deaths often seem to reflect the
commentators' political position.

BBC konstaterar vidare att personer med néra koppling till den férre
presidenten anklagar regeringen for att bedriva en héxjakt som driver folk
till sjalvmord. Myndighetsrepresentanter sager att atalen for korruption,
utpressning och &ven mord &r beréttigade och att sjdlvmorden &r ett uttryck
for skuldkanslor och vetskap att de kommer att fa sona sina brott. Andra
talar om att externa krafter tystar Yanukovych inre cirkel. Ingen har dock
kunnat bevisa att detta ar fallet (BBC, 2015-04-17).

The Guardian rapporterade om de forsta dodsfallen, och konstaterade att
manga fore detta medlemmar av Regionernas Parti har atalats for olika
brott. The Guardian (2015-03-23):

/...l a string of apparent suicides by top members of the party which
until last year had dominated Ukrainian politics. Four such officials
died within several weeks. All of them were under criminal
investigation by the incumbent authorities.

The leader of the Party of Regions, the former Ukrainian president
Viktor Yanukovych, fled the nation at the height of the Maidan
revolution, leaving his allies stunned and struggling to accept a new
reality. The party started disintegrating rapidly. Many of its
members ended up facing trials for corruption, extortion, abuse of
office and even murder.

The rampant corruption and venality of the ruling elite under
Yanukovych spurred the revolution in February last year, and those
in the new government say the old guard are simply receiving just
desserts for previous misdeeds. However, some in the former elite
claim the process is a politically-motivated witch-hunt. Either way,
the spate of apparent suicides shows the psychological toll the
process is having on those who ruled Ukraine before the revolution.
==

There is no evidence to back theories that there may be foul play
involved in the spate of suicides, but opposition MPs say the trend
points to a wave of intimidation at the very least.

Amnesty International kritiserade polisutredningarna som gjorts. Amnesty
International (2015-04-17):

It is certainly plausible that some of the deaths were suicides or
accidents. However, in the absence of credible investigations, and
given the rapid succession of the deaths within the wider context of
Ukraine’s political climate at the moment, nobody can rule out that
some of them were politically-motivated killings.



2014 forbjods partiet i regionerna Ternopil och Ivano-Frankivsk (Kyiv Post,
2014-01-27). Det ar dock inte mojligt att fatta ett sadant beslut pa regional
niva. Russian Legal Information Agency (2014-01-29):

The decision taken by local governments in some regions of Ukraine
to ban the Party of Regions and the Communist Party is invalid
because only a court can take this kind of step, Justice Minister
Olena Lukash said in a statement published on the ministry’s
website.

Some local councils and self-proclaimed bodies of the People’s
Council (Narodna Rada) in West Ukraine have banned the Party of
Regions and the Communist Party in their regions.

2015 kom uppgifter om att partiets aktiviteter forbjudits i Ivano-Frankivsk.
Interfax-Ukraine (2015-04-17):

Ivano-Frankivsk Regional Council has banned the activities of the
Communist Party of Ukraine, the Party of Regions, the Opposition
Bloc, and the Ukraine Development Party in the region.

| augusti 2015 attackerades det fore detta Regionernas Parti, numera
Oppositionsblockets, kontor i Kharkiv. Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
(2015-08-03):

At least 50 young men, many in balaclavas, have attacked the
former office of the Party of Regions in Ukraine's eastern city of
Kharkiv.

Ukraine Today uppger att antalet férévare var ca 70 stycken, men meddelar
ocksa att ingen kom till skada vid skadegérelsen (Ukraine Today, 2015-08-
03).

Under de lokala valen 25 oktober 2015 var Oppositionsblocket landets
fjarde storsta parti. Partiet fick framfor allt mycket roster fran valjare i
landets 6stra och s6dra delar (Huffington Post, 2015-10-30).

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (2015-12-07):



Table 1. Results of Ukraine’s October 25 Local Elections

Party Name

Petro Poroshenko Bloc
Fatherland
Our Country

Oppaosition Bloc
Agrarian Party
Radical Party

Ukrainian Association of
Patriots

Revival
Freedom

Self-Reliance

Result
(Number of
Representatives)

Over 9,000
Qver 8,000
Qver 4,500

Over 4,000
Qver 3,000

Over 2,500

Over 2,000

Over 1,500
Over 1,500

Over 900

Source: Committee of Voters of Ukraine.

Expected Position

Pro-presidential
Pro-Tymoshenko
Pro-presidential

Opposition, residual Party
of Regions

Pro-presidential

Opposition, supports
oligarch Ihor Kolomoyskyi

Opposition, pro-
Kolomoyskyi

Opposition, pro-
Kolomaoyskyi

Far-right opposition

Nominally a member of the
ruling coalition

Denna sammanstéllning av information/lankar ar baserad pa informationssokningar gjorda
under en begransad tid. Den ar sammanstalld utifran noggrant utvalda och allméant tillgangliga
informationské&llor. Alla anvénda kallor refereras. All information som presenteras, med
undantag av obestridda/uppenbara fakta, har dubbelkontrollerats om inget annat anges.
Sammanstallningen gor inte ansprak pa att vara uttommande och bor inte tillmatas exklusivt
bevisvarde i samband med avgdrandet av ett enskilt drende.

Informationen i sammanstallningen aterspeglar inte nodvandigtvis Migrationsverkets
officiella stdndpunkt i en viss fraga och det finns ingen avsikt att genom sammanstallningen
gora politiska stallningstaganden.

Refererade dokument bor l&sas i sitt sammanhang.
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Amnesty International, Ukraine’s spate of suspicious deaths must be

followed by credible investigations, 2015-04-17,

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/04/ukraine-suspicious-deaths-

need-credible-investigations/
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BBC, What's behind the high-profile deaths in Ukraine?, 2015-04-17,
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-32341840

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Ukraine Reform Monitor:
December 2015, 2015-12-07,
http://carnegieendowment.org/2015/12/07/ukraine-reform-monitor-
december-2015/impq

Huffington Post, Local Elections in Ukraine Bring Mixed Results, 2015-10-
30, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mathieu-bouleque/local-elections-in-
ukrain b 8429472.html

Interfax-Ukraine, Ivano-Frankivsk Regional Council bans activities of
Communist Party, Regions Party, Opposition Bloc, Ukraine Development
Party, 2015-04-17, http://en.interfax.com.ua/news/general/261093.html

Kyiv Post, Party of Regions, Communist Party banned in lvano-Frankivsk
and Ternopil regions, 2014-01-27,
http://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine/party-of-regions-
communist-party-banned-in-ivano-frankivsk-and-ternopil-regions-
335655.html

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Opposition Party Office In Kharkiv
Attacked, 2015-08-03, http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-opposition-
party-office-attacked/27167147.html

Russian Legal Information Agency, Banning parties without a court ruling
is illegal — Ukrainian Justice Ministry, 2014-01-29,
http://www.rapsinews.com/news/20140129/270584650.html

The Guardian, Ukraine's former ruling party hit by spate of apparent
suicides, 2015-03-23,
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/23/ukraine-party-of-regions-
members-apparent-suicides-viktor-yanukovych

Ukraine Today, Some 70 youths throw stones and set off explosions at
'‘Opposition Block' building, Masked gang attacks office of pro-Russian
party in Ukraine's Kharkiv, 2015-08-03, http://uatoday.tv/society/masked-
gang-attacks-office-of-pro-russian-party-in-ukraine-s-kharkiv-468173.html
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