
Refworld | Ethiopia: Passport issuance procedures within the country; information included in the passport (2012-April 2015)

http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=printdoc&docid=569604404[2016-02-19 09:10:44]

Ethiopia: Passport issuance procedures within
 the country; information included in the
 passport (2012-April 2015)
Publisher Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada

Publication Date 12 May 2015

Citation / Document Symbol ETH105190.E

Related Document Éthiopie : information sur la procédure de délivrance des passeports à l'intérieur
 du pays; les renseignements inclus dans le passeport (2012-avril 2015)

Cite as 
Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ethiopia: Passport issuance
 procedures within the country; information included in the passport (2012-April
 2015), 12 May 2015, ETH105190.E, available at:
 http://www.refworld.org/docid/569604404.html [accessed 19 February 2016]

Disclaimer This is not a UNHCR publication. UNHCR is not responsible for, nor does it
 necessarily endorse, its content. Any views expressed are solely those of the
 author or publisher and do not necessarily reflect those of UNHCR, the United
 Nations or its Member States.

1. Procedures for Obtaining a Passport from Within Ethiopia

Information on the procedure for obtaining a passport from within Ethiopia could not be found among the
 sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. However, the
 following information may be useful.

According to the Ethiopian Embassy in Washington, DC and the Ethiopian Embassy in Australia, in order
 to obtain a passport for the first time, the applicant must submit the following to the embassy:

four recent colour photos of the applicant (Ethiopia n.d.b; ibid. n.d.a), with the name of the applicant on the
 back (ibid.);

two copies of the passport application form (ibid.; ibid. n.d.b), a copy of which is attached to this Response;

two copies of a document showing Ethiopian citizenship (ibid.) or "any supporting documents"
 demonstrating Ethiopian citizenship (ibid. n.d.a), including, for example,

a birth certificate that is authenticated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (ibid.; ibid. n.d.b),

a copy of a parent's passport (ibid. n.d.a), or

a Kebele identification card (ibid.); and

Fingerprints of the applicant (ibid.; ibid. n.d.b), including the originals and a copy (ibid. n.d.a). According to
 the Embassy of Ethiopia in Australia, applicants under the age of 14 are exempt from having to submit
 fingerprints (ibid. n.d.b).
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According to the websites of the Ethiopian Embassies in Washington, DC and Australia, the fee for a
 passport for a first-time applicant is US$60 (ibid. n.d.a), or 78 Australian dollars [C$75] (ibid. n.d.b).

The website of the Ethiopian Embassy in Washington, DC advises applicants to submit their applications
 at least 45 days prior to travel (ibid. n.d.a). The Ethiopian Embassy in Australia website similarly advises
 applicants to submit their applications at least 2 months prior to travel (ibid. n.d.b).

According to the website of the Ethiopian Embassy in Washington, DC, if someone has an expired
 Ethiopian passport and needs to return to Ethiopia for an emergency, they can use a Laissez-Passer to
 return to Ethiopia and before returning to the US, they must go to the "Ethiopian Immigration Office" to
 obtain a passport (ibid. n.d.c).

Further and corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research
 Directorate within the time constraints of this Response.

2. Information Included in the Passport

Information on the appearance of, and information contained in the new biometric Ethiopian passport could
 not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this
 Response.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
 Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive
 as to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources
 consulted in researching this Information Request.
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Additional Sources Consulted

Oral sources: The following were unable to provide information for this Response: Ethiopia - Embassy of
 Ethiopia in Ottawa.

Attempts to contact the following were unsuccessful within the time constraints of this Response: Ethiopia -
 Embassy of Ethiopia in Washington D.C., Main Department for Immigration & Nationality Affairs, Ministry
 of Foreign Affairs.

Internet sites, including: ecoi.net; Ethiopia - Embassy of Ethiopia in Ottawa, Embassy of Ethiopia in
 Stockholm, Ethiopian Government Portal, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Factiva; United Nations - Refworld;
 United States - Department of State.
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