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1. Dual Citizenship

In a 15 February 2013 telephone interview with the Research
Directorate, an official of the Consulate General of Croatia in Mississauga,
Ontario, stated that Croatia allows dual citizenship, including dual citizenship
with Bosnia and Herzegovina (Croatia 15 Feb. 2013).

According to Article 4 of the Law on Citizenship of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, "[c]itizens of BiH [Bosnia and Herzegovina] may hold the
citizenship of another State, provided that there is a bilateral agreement
between BiH and that State" (Bosnia and Herzegovina 1999). A PhD
candidate at the Central European University in Budapest, who specializes in
issues of citizenship in Southeastern Europe, indicated in correspondence
with the Research Directorate that Bosnia and Herzegovina allows dual
citizenship with Croatia (22 Feb. 2013).

2. Citizenship of Croatia

According to Article 3 of the Law on Croatian Citizenship, the
citizenship of the Republic of Croatia is acquired on the following grounds:

1. by origin;

2. by birth within the area of the Republic of Croatia;
3. by naturalization;
4,

pursuant to international treaties. (Croatia 1991)



A report of the European Union Democracy Observatory (EUDO),
published by the European University Institute, indicates that Article 16 of
the Croatia citizenship law "facilitate[s] the naturalisation of ethnic Croats
living in the 'near abroad' (former Yugoslav republics), especially for those
in Bosnia-Herzegovina" (Ragazzi et al. Feb. 2013, 7). According to the
report, Croats represent about 16 percent of the total population of Bosnia
and Herzegovina (ibid.). The report further states that Article 16 of the law
"pave[s] the way for ethnic Croats without previous or current residence in
Croatia to obtain Croatian citizenship by declaration" (ibid.). The European
Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) report on Croatia also
indicates that "[e]thnic Croats benefit from simplified procedures to obtain
citizenship [and] they may also retain any other nationality" (ECRI 25 Sept.
2012, para. 11). The ECRI report notes that in order to obtain Croatian
citizenship, ethnic Croats must meet only one requirement, "namely
attachment to the legal system and customs of Croatia" (ibid.).

According to Article 16 of the Law on Croatian Citizenship,

[a] person who belongs to the Croatian people with no domicile in the
Republic of Croatia can acquire Croatian citizenship if he fulfils the
requirements of Article 8, Paragraph 1, Point 5 of this Act.

The belonging to the Croatian people is determined by previous
declarations and belonging to legal transactions, by statements and
affiliation in certain public documents, through the protection of rights
and promoting the interests of the Croatian people and active
participation in the Croatian culture, scientific and sports associations
abroad. (Croatia 1991)

Article 8, Paragraph 1, Point 5 states the following requirement: "it
can be concluded from [individual's] behaviour that he respects the legal
order and customs of the Republic of Croatia" (ibid.). In correspondence
with the Research Directorate, an official of the Embassy of the Republic of
Croatia in Ottawa indicated that "[i]n addition to the general requirements
prescribed by the Law on the Croatian citizenship that every applicant has to
satisfy, they would also need to demonstrate that at least one of their
parents was of the Croatian ethnicity" (ibid. 8 July 2013)

According to the website of the Croatian Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs and the Law on Croatian Citizenship, the procedure related
to the acquisition of Croatian citizenship on the grounds of origin and birth
in the Republic of Croatia are handled by the "competent" state
administration offices (ibid. n.d.; ibid. 1991, Art. 24). According to the law,
the municipal authority of the city of Zagreb also handles affairs related to
the acquisition of citizenship by origin or by birth (ibid.). The website of the
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs lists the following requirements for
acquiring Croatian citizenship:

The curriculum vitae submitted along with the application should contain:
personal data
education

employment



residence or address abroad

marital status

information about children

information about parents

information about next of kin who have acquired Croatian citizenship

The applicant should state the reasons for applying for citizenship, their
relation towards the legal order, customs and acceptance of Croatian
culture, depending on the legal basis for submitting the application,
where his ancestors were domiciled before leaving, when and why they
left the Republic of Croatia, when and with what documents they settled
abroad, ways in which they showed they belong to the Croatian people,
participation in sports, cultural and other societies promoting Croatia’s
interests abroad abroad ....

When submitting the request a statement shall be taken on the legal
basis for applying for citizenship as well as all the circumstances relevant
for issuing a decision on grating the citizenship not stated in the
curriculum vitae. (ibid. n.d.)

Corroborating information could not be found among the sources

consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this
Response.

2.1 Children

Article 4 of the Law on Croatian Citizenship indicates that a child

acquires Croatian citizenship by origin:

1. if both of his parents are Croatian citizens at the time of the
child's birth;

2. if one of his parents is a Croatian citizen at the time of the child's
birth and the child is born in the Republic of Croatia;

3. if one of the parents is a Croatian citizen at the time of the child's
birth, the other parent without citizenship or of unknown
citizenship, and the child is born abroad.

A child of foreign citizenship or without citizenship acquires Croatian
citizenship by origin if he has been adopted by Croatian parents, pursuant
to provisions of a special law. Such a child is considered to be a Croatian
citizen from the moment of his birth. (Croatia 1991)

Article 5 of the law adds that

[a] child born abroad, one of whose parents is a Croatian citizen at the
moment of the child's birth, acquires Croatian citizenship by origin if the
child is registered for Croatian citizenship by 18 years of age at a
competent authority of the Republic of Croatia abroad or in the Republic
of Croatia, or if he settles in the Republic of Croatia.



A child born abroad, one of whose parents is a Croatian citizen at the
moment of the child's birth, and who does not fulfil any of the
requirements from Paragraph 1 of this Article, acquires Croatian
citizenship if he would otherwise remain without citizenship.

A child who acquires Croatian citizenship pursuant to Paragraph 1 or 2 of
this Article is considered to be a Croatian citizen from the moment of his
birth. (ibid.)

Further information on the requirements and procedures to acquire
citizenship of Croatia for an ethnic Croat who was born in Bosnia and
Herzegovina could not be found among the sources consulted by the
Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as
to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below
the list of sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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