
Page 1 of 5 

 

Country Advice 

Egypt 

Egypt – EGY39559 – Tattoos – Salafists – 

State Protection 

23 November 2011 

 

1. Please identify information regarding Muslim males with tattoos being adversely 

targeted/treated by Islamists because of their tattoos. Is this forbidden in Islam?  
 

No reports were identified of Muslim males with tattoos being adversely targeted/treated by 

Islamists in Egypt because of their tattoos. 

 

2. Is there a prescribed punishment under Sharia or Egyptian law for a Muslim having a 

tattoo (with a focus on the beliefs of the Salafis)?  
 

Tattoos are forbidden in Islam; however a specific punishment under Sharia law was not 

identified. No information was located regarding Salafi perspectives on the applicable 

punishment for a Muslim having a tattoo. There were no Egyptian laws located that prohibit 

tattoos.  

 

Islamic-based websites and blogs state that within Sunni Islam tattoos are considered a form 

of self-mutilation and are not permitted (haram). The only exception to this is the non-

permanent and non-skin piercing henna tattoos.
1
 However, information concerning a specific 

punishment for such a practice was not located. 

 

Although Article 2 of the Egyptian Constitution declares that the principal source of 

legislation is Islamic Jurisprudence (Sharia), and this Article was maintained in the 2011 

(post-revolution) Constitutional Declaration, no laws were identified that prohibit tattoos.
2
  

 

Tattooing is a common practice among Egypt‟s Coptic Christian community.
3
 An article 

published by the online US news company GlobalPost states that even though tattooing is 
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forbidden in Islam, and the practice remains taboo among Muslims in Egypt, that‟s „not to say 

that some Muslims don‟t break the rules‟.
4
  

 

No reports were located of Muslims being punished by the Egyptian authorities for having 

tattoos.  

 

3. Please identify information regarding the availability of state protection for Muslim 

men who fear adverse treatment from Islamists because of having tattoos or because 

they have acted contrary to Salafist beliefs.  
 

No information was located regarding the availability of state protection for Muslim men who 

fear adverse treatment from Islamists specifically for having a tattoo. Regarding protection 

for persons fearing adverse treatment by Salafists in general, the Egyptian Penal Code of 

1937 prohibits killing, wounding and beating and prescribes punishments for such acts (Part 

1: Articles 230 – 251).
5
 However, the situation in Egypt remains fluid. Following the 

revolution, the security and intelligence apparatus, which previously suppressed Islamist 

groups, was restructured.
6
 Sources claim Islamist groups have been emboldened in the post-

Mubarak era and there have been reports of Salafists attacking Coptic Christians as well as 

other Muslims.
7
 A clearer picture regarding the nature and capacities of the post-Mubarak 

regime will emerge once elections have been held and normal government functions fully 

restored.   

 

Salafists have reportedly attacked other Muslims and their property in the post-Mubarak 

period. In March 2011 a Salafi allegedly killed his colleague in Beheira Governorate for not 

praying.
8
 In March and April 2011 Reuters and the Egyptian independent daily Almasry 

Alyoum reported that Sufi mosques and shrines had also been attacked by Salafists.
9
 The 

Almasry Alyoum article of 31 March 2011 reports the arrest of two Salafists suspected of 

demolishing the shrines of revered Sufi figures in the Delta city of Qualiub.
10

 However, on 6 

April 2011 Reuters reported a subsequent attack on a Sufi shrine in the area and noted the 

views of one resident that “there is no government. Whoever wants to do something can do 
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it… the government is doing nothing”.
11

 No other reports concerning the response of the 

Egyptian authorities to Salafist attacks on Muslims in the post-Mubarak period could be 

located. 

 

4. Please identify any Egyptian/Sharia laws which prescribe a dress code for the Muslim 

males in Egypt.  
 

Sources indicate that, according to Islamic/Sharia law, men must be covered from knee to 

waist/navel.
12

 However, no such Egyptian laws prescribing a dress code for Muslim males 

were located.  

 

The Egyptian government-owned Ahram Online notes that Salafists hold one of the most 

strict and literalist interpretations of Islamic doctrine; they advocate the full veil [for women], 

and have been largely responsible for its spreading during the past few years. The article 

notes that Salafi men are, for the most part, bearded, and dress in Galabyias or Afghani-style 

shirts.
13

 Associated Press notes that Salafi men grow their beards long and often shave off 

moustaches, a style said to imitate the Prophet Muhammad.
14

 According to Associated Press, 

the Salafi way contrasts with the Islam long practiced in Egypt. The article states that in 

Egypt the population is religious „but with a relatively liberal slant‟.
15
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